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The Free Library of Philadelphia creatively serves our communities every 
day, in person and online. With this Fiscal Year 2024 Impact Report, the 
Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation recognizes and thanks the many 
individuals and organizations whose philanthropy was critical to the 
Free Library’s success in fulfilling its mission and meeting its goals from 
July 1, 2023, through June 30, 2024. Thank you for your commitment to 
advancing literacy, guiding learning, and inspiring curiosity through the 
Free Library of Philadelphia.

WHAT’S INSIDE



In July 2023, the Foundation was awarded a three-
year, $1 million strategic planning grant from The 
Pew Charitable Trusts. This investment allows the 
Foundation to partner with the Library to develop a 
comprehensive strategic plan to create a new vision for 
the Library, which will guide the Foundation’s strategic 
plan. Monique plays a critical role in this undertaking.

MESSAGE FROM D. JEFFRY BENOLIEL HIGHLIGHTS FROM FISCAL YEAR 2024

DEAR FREE LIBRARY OF PHILADELPHIA SUPPORTERS,

As the Chair of the Board of Directors for the Free Library of Philadelphia 

Foundation, I extend my heartfelt thanks for your unwavering support. Your 

contributions have been essential in fostering knowledge, opportunity, and 

community. This success is directly tied to your involvement.

The Free Library of Philadelphia is more than a collection of books; it is a 

vital resource for learning, community engagement, and literacy for all 

ages. Thanks to your generosity, we have continued to grow, adapt, and 

provide valuable resources to our city. From enhancing our digital archives 

to supporting author events and fostering educational programs for children, 

your donations have made a meaningful difference.

Your philanthropy is the cornerstone of our mission to advance literacy, guide 

learning, and inspire curiosity. With every contribution, you join a group of 

patrons who understand the importance of access to knowledge. Together, we 

are building a brighter future for countless individuals.

As we re�ect on the past year’s achievements, your involvement has been 

instrumental. The Free Library has been able to serve the community in new 

and innovative ways, thanks to the strong foundation of support established 

by you and your fellow benefactors.

Take pride in the collective impact we have made. You are part of a 

community that values the power of knowledge, the joy of reading, and 

the importance of an informed public. Together, we are fostering a love for 

learning that will bene�t generations to come.

Looking ahead, we are excited to continue this journey with you. Your support 

will remain crucial to the Free Library’s success, enabling us to reach new 

heights in service and innovation.

Please accept my deepest gratitude for your dedication to the Free Library of 

Philadelphia Foundation. Thank you for being a vital part of our mission to 

provide access to knowledge and inspire lifelong learning.

Sincerely,

D. Jeffry Benoliel 

Chair, Board of Directors 

Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation

Chair, Board of Directors 
Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation 

“Thanks to  
your generosity, 
we have 
continued to 
grow, adapt,  
and provide 
valuable 
resources to  
our city.”
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In August 2023, the Free Library of 
Philadelphia proudly welcomed Monique 
Moore Pryor, Esq., as its new President! 
In this vital role, Monique leads the 
Foundation in its mission to support the 
Library as a world-class institution serving 
the people of Philadelphia.

In September the Foundation was proud to 
present the Community Impact Awards to 
six organizations selected for their impact in 
Early Childhood Literacy. The organizations 
honored included The African American 
Children’s Book Project, Barbershop Books, 
Joyful Readers, Philibros, Reading Allowed, 
and Read to Succeed Philadelphia.



THE YEAR IN REVIEW With your support in �scal year 2024, the Free Library of Philadelphia ...
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CONTINUED TO SUPPORT THE INDIVIDUAL 
LITERACY AND LEARNING GOALS OF 

PHILADELPHIA’S ADULTS THROUGH THE 
LANGUAGES AND LEARNING CENTER 

One participant who 
has been attending 

basic literacy classes in 
West Philadelphia for six 
months shared he can 

now read street signs for 
the first time in his life. 

HE IS GRATEFUL TO THE LIBRARY FOR PROVIDING 
THESE CLASSES SINCE HE WAS NOT ABLE TO 
ATTEND SCHOOL AS A CHILD GROWING UP IN 

JAMAICA AND HAS HAD TO NAVIGATE HIS ENTIRE 
ADULT LIFE IN PHILADELPHIA WITHOUT BASIC 

READING SKILLS.

COUNTED  

599,499 cardholders

HELD 

1O career exploration 
workshops 

FUNDED BY PECO THROUGHOUT 8 LIBRARIES FOR  

68 unemployed 
participants. 

PROGRAM PARTNERS INCLUDED MERCY 
NEIGHBORHOOD MINISTRIES AND SOUTHWEST 

CDC, PA CAREERLINK, THE WARDROBE  
AND DRESS FOR SUCCESS

HELD  

5,753 events and 
activities for teens  

and children 
IN THE LITERACY ENRICHMENT  

AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAM WITH A 

total attendance  
of 44,554 learners.

Raised $19,062 to 
support programs  

and services 
ACROSS THE LIBRARY SYSTEM THROUGH  

LIBRARY GIVING DAY.

WITH THE SUPPORT OF VANGUARD’S  
STRONG START FOR KIDS PROGRAM,  

LITERACY IN EARLY LEARNING SPACES 
CONTINUED TO GROW IN SCOPE.  

LIELS PARTNERED WITH  

64 classrooms across 
Philadelphia 

AND EXPANDED ITS FOCUS ON SPANISH 
LANGUAGE CLASSROOMS. AND, THANKS TO 

THE GENEROSITY OF THE WILLIAM PENN 
FOUNDATION, LIELS WORKED WITH  

155 early childhood 
education professionals 

TO PROVIDE COACHING AND  
LITERACY RESOURCES.



Added a total of 
$573,963 to the 

endowment 
THROUGH GENEROUS LEGACY GIFTS.

THE CULINARY LITERACY CENTER HOSTED 

147 activities with over 
2,400 attendees. 

ADVANCING LITERACY, PROMOTING HEALTHY 
COMMUNITIES, AND FORMING SOCIAL 

CONNECTIONS, CLC DEMONSTRATES THAT 
COOKING AND SHARING A MEAL CAN BE 

EDUCATIONAL ACTS. 

SUPPORTED  

over 668 entrepreneurs, 
nonprofit professionals, 

and job seekers 
WITH PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CLINICS, FREE 

HEADSHOTS, AND SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES SUCH 
AS THE BLACK ENTREPRENEUR BOOK CLUB IN THE 
BUSINESS RESOURCE AND INNOVATION CENTER

HAD  

113 Author Events and 
34,614 registrants.

AUTHORS INCLUDED STACY ABRAMS, ZADIE 
SMITH, GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS, AND AMY 
TAN AMONG SO MANY OTHER NOTABLE AND 

TALENTED INDIVIDUALS

THE YEAR IN REVIEW With your support in �scal year 2024, the Free Library of Philadelphia ...
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NEARLY  

250 adult English 
language learners 

HAVE PARTICIPATED IN  
EDIBLE ALPHABET FROM  

42 different  
countries of origin.

OVER  

1,100 participants 
JOINED US FOR PROGRAMMING AND EVENTS 

RELATED TO OUR ONE BOOK, ONE PHILADELPHIA  
2024 SELECTION: TRUE BIZ BY SARA NOVIC ́ .  

AS IT RELATES TO TRUE BIZ’S THEMES,  
WE WERE PROUD TO  

highlight our deaf 
community in Philadelphia 

THROUGH MANY OF THE PUBLIC PROGRAMS.

LAUNCHED 

interactive and 
educational Philly ABCs 
installations in public 
parks and rec spaces 
IN COLLABORATION WITH PHILADELPHIA  

PARKS AND RECREATION.



DONOR TESTIMONIALSDONOR TESTIMONIALS
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“I make a general donation 
yearly from my RMD 
(IRA).  […]  I know my 
taxes support the library, 
but, I also want to. It is an 
important part of my life.” 

—CAROLE K., LIBRARY SUPPORTER

“I’ve always believed that libraries are vital community 
services. Even more so in Philadelphia where the 
libraries are so much more than lending facilities.” 

—MARCI G., LIBRARY SUPPORTER

“Libraries are the place that 
offer services that residents 
of Philly need but often 
cannot � nd elsewhere. City 
funding alone cannot ensure 
that these services will 
be available to the widest 
possible cross-section of our 
community.” 

—PHIL F., PEPPER SOCIETY MEMBER

“I am a member of the 
Foundation Board, and I 
contribute to support the 
mission of the Free Library 
of Philadelphia. I believe that 
libraries are a resource for all 
people. Personally, I am very 
supportive of programs that 
improve literacy beginning 
with our youngest people. 
Our democracy depends 
on literate, knowledgeable 
citizens and I think our 
library has many programs 
at various levels to support 
lifelong learning.”

—CAROL B., BOARD MEMBER

“Libraries are the last truly 
public good but are rarely 
fully funded. Libraries 
provide much needed 
services, community 
programs, entertainment, 
and even just a place to sit 
and rest a moment.” 

—LESLIE Z., LIBRARY SUPPORTER

“Libraries are critical for the 
community. By reading, 
you can visit anywhere in 
the world, travel in space, 
explore the oceans, you 
can be anyone, go on any 
adventure, do anything.”

—ANN G., LIBRARY SUPPORTER

“I worked as a volunteer at 
the Germantown branch 
for several years, and saw 
how much they did for the 
neighborhood, and I have 
loved free libraries for as long 
as I’ve been able to read.”
—MARTHA T., LIBRARY SUPPORTER & VOLUNTEER

Donor generosity is at the heart of the Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation’s 
mission to inspire curiosity, advance literacy, and strengthen our community. 

In their own words, our supporters share what motivates them to give and how the 
Library has impacted their lives. These heartfelt testimonials re� ect the transformative 

power of libraries and the shared belief in building a brighter future for all.



WHERE 

SUPPORT 

COMES 

FROM 

Individuals  $3,776,030

Foundations  $1,723,748

Corporations/Other Organizations  $611,931

Unrestricted  $2,315,299

Childhood and Family Literacy  $1,958,903

Estates and Endowment  $779,066

Capital (Central and Neighborhood) $315,000

Collections and Resources $258,866

Creativity and Innovation $185,000

Civic and Cultural Engagement  $141,523

Adult Literacy and Opportunity  $79,405

Neighborhood Libraries $78,146

Organizational Culture of Inclusion $500

61.9%

37.9%

3.4%

3.0%

28.2%

32.1%

2.3%

9.9%

12.7%

1.3%

5.2%

1.2%

<1%

FY24 TOTAL DONORS

6,867
FY24 TOTAL GIFTS

13,333
FY24 TOTAL DOLLARS

$6,111,708

The following � gures re� ect all non-campaign gifts and pledges made to the Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation during � scal year 2024 (July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024).
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OFFICERS

D. Jeffry Benoliel

Chair

Jude Tuma

First Vice Chair & Treasurer

Folasade A. Olanipekun-Lewis

Vice Chair, Ex Of� cio

Richard A. Greenawalt

Secretary

MEMBERS

Johanna B. Baek

Carol A. Banford

James J. Biles

Antoinette Brock Johnson

Benito Cachinero-Sanchez

Amy Coes

Jeffrey Cooper

Kristen De Paor

Tobey A. Dichter

Melissa Grimm

Robert C. Heim

Renée C. Hughes

Melanie Nicholson

Barbara H. Sutherland

Karla Trotman

Joe H. Tucker

Dick Webster

Jay L. Weinstein

EMERITUS

James H. Averill

Phyllis W. Beck*

Peter A. Benoliel*

Marie H. Field

Elizabeth H. Gemmill

Alexander Kerr

Leslie A. Miller

William R. Sasso

A. M. Williams

JULY 1, 2023 – JUNE 30, 2024

Free Library of 
Philadelphia Foundation 
Board of Directors

LEADERSHIP

* deceased

KELLY RICHARDS ,PRESIDENT AND DIRECTOR 
OF THE FREE LIBRARY OF PHILADELPHIA

HOW 

SUPPORT IS 

APPLIED



One Book, One Philadelphia
Each year, a single book is selected for the One Book, One Philadelphia  program, and over seven weeks, a series of 

events, workshops, and discussions are held to explore its themes. The 2024 selection was True Biz  by Sara Novi�, a 

novel set in a school for the deaf, delving into themes of communication and community. The program also featured 

companion books for different age groups: You’re Welcome, Universe  by Whitney Gardner for teens, and Can Bears 

Ski? by Raymond Antrobus for children. Philadelphians of all ages participated in author talks, panel discussions, and 

educational workshops, all aimed at fostering literacy, library usage, and civic dialogue throughout Philadelphia.

Pepper Forum
The Foundation partnered with the Free Library’s 

Special Collections Department on the exhibition,  

“The Art and In� uence of John Dowell,” which 

ran from October 2023 to March 2024. As part of 

the Fifth Annual Pepper Forum, members of the 

George S. Pepper Society were invited to an intimate 

conversation between Dowell and Dr. Brittany Webb.

Members had the chance to explore the two-� oor 

exhibition before settling down in the Elkins room of 

the Rare Book Department for the talk.  This exhibition 

not only honored Dowell’s artistic achievements but 

also highlighted his signi� cant impact as an educator 

and mentor in the Philadelphia art community.

PRESENTING EVENTS
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The Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation 
was proud of the remarkable success of 
Reading Promise Week 2023. This citywide 
initiative has made a significant impact 
in nurturing the love of reading among 
Philadelphia’s youth. 
During Reading Promise Week 2023 , a record-breaking 74 community-

led events took place, demonstrating the collective commitment to 

literacy in the City of Brotherly Love. The Free Library of Philadelphia 

Foundation’s Read By 4th, along with its partners, successfully packed 

and distributed 11,000 Reading Promise Week bags to families across 

the city, ensuring that the joy of reading could be shared in every home.

An impressive total of 17,332 children’s books found their way into the 

eager hands of young readers, thanks to the concerted efforts of 18 

participating libraries. These libraries either hosted or supported 26 

engaging events, providing safe and inviting spaces for children to 

explore the wonders of the written word.

The reach of Reading Promise Week was felt throughout the city, with 

events taking place in 75% of Philadelphia’s residential zip codes. This 

statistic is not just a number; it represents the widespread enthusiasm 

for reading that has touched every corner of our community.



Our Members: 
Lifelong Learners
Members of the Pepper Society, Raven Society, 

and Knee-Hi Society demonstrate their generosity 

as dedicated advocates of the Free Library. Their 

annual membership contributions play a vital role 

in sustaining the Library’s mission and supporting a 

wide array of programs and services, including literacy 

initiatives, workforce development, social services, 

English language learning classes, and civic dialogue 

events, all of which enrich the lives of Philadelphians.

In gratitude for their support, members receive 

exclusive communications and invitations to special 

events, providing unique opportunities to celebrate and 

engage with the many offerings of the Free Library.

The George S. Pepper Society brings together 

passionate individuals who share the vision of a vibrant 

library that is accessible to all. In addition to the Pepper 

Forum with artist John Dowell, on September 14, 2023, 

Pepper members kicked-off the fall Author Event season 

with a private reception followed by the public Author 

Event with celebrated lyricist Bernie Taupin. To welcome 

in the spring season, on May 9, 2024, award winning 

author and journalist Frank Bruni joined more than 115 

members for our annual Pickwick Salon, a special dinner 

that recognizes the impact of Pepper Society members. 

Bruni treated Pepper Society Members to a private Q&A 

and signing of his new book, The Age of Grievance in 

advance of the public Author Event that evening.

The Raven Society connects young professionals who 

are bonded by their love of the Free Library. On July 27, 

2023 Ravens on the Rooftop returned! Raven Society 

members and guests enjoyed stunning panoramic views 

of Shakespeare Park, Logan Circle, and the city skyline 

while celebrating literacy and curiosity. Attendees 

explored the Mapping Imagination  exhibition, kept open 

exclusively for the evening, and previewed items from 

the upcoming We Are What We Eat  exhibition.  

The Knee-Hi Society , a membership program for families 

with young children, honors the deep appreciation young 

families have for their neighborhood libraries. Designed 

to directly bene� t local communities, the Knee-Hi Society 

allocates 80% of each membership to libraries across 

Philadelphia’s neighborhoods. These contributions help 

sustain vital programs and services that support families 

and children. A highlight for Knee-Hi members in October 

2023 was a special story time featuring special guest 

Kelly Richards, President and director of the Free Library 

of Philadelphia. Families gathered for this memorable 

event with stories and songs followed by a private tour of 

Parkway Central Library’s Children’s Department. 

The Leslie Miller and 
Richard Worley Foundation

Lincoln Financial Foundation

National Endowment for the 
Humanities

Otto Haas Charitable Trust, 
Recommended by Janet Haas

PECO

Pennsylvania Historical and 
Museum Commission

The Pew Charitable Trusts

Philadelphia City Institute 
Board of Managers

The Philadelphia Foundation

PNC Foundation

William H. Shea, Jr.

LEADERSHIP
CIRCLE
The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation gratefully acknowledges 
the following individuals and 
organizations whose lifetime gifts and 
pledges to support the Free Library 
and the Rosenbach Museum & Library 
total $1 million or more. 

On June 5th, 2024, the 

Foundation welcomed 

members of the Leadership 

Circle to the Skyline Room at 

the Parkway Central Library to 

honor the exemplary impact of 

donors Bob Heim and Eileen 

Kennedy Heim. Members of 

the Free Library Foundation 

Board of Directors and 

Trustees of the Free Library 

and Rosenbach Museum 

& Library were present to express gratitude to the honorees and all 

Leadership Circle donors for their generosity. 

The Foundation Board and staff extend heartfelt thanks to Bob Heim 

and Eileen Kennedy Heim and all of our Leadership Circle members. 

The Annenberg Foundation

The Arcadia Foundation

Janet and Jim Averill

Peter A. Benoliel* and Willo Carey

Estate of Elia Durr Buck

Elaine W. Camarda and 
A. Morris Williams, Jr.

City of Philadelphia

Comcast NBCUniversal

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Tobey and Mark Dichter

Marie and Joseph Field

Estate of Roseann P. Gill

The Horace W. Goldsmith 
Foundation

Sally and Dan Gordon

Peggy and Rich Greenawalt

Hamilton Family Charitable Trust

Robert and Eileen Kennedy Heim

Nancy and Alan Hirsig*

Independence Foundation

Institute of Museum and 
Library Services

John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation

Lenore H. Steiner and 
Perry A. Lerner (per RML)

Leon C. Sunstein*

Barbara and Fred Sutherland

United Way of Greater Philadelphia 
and Southern New Jersey

Vanguard Strong Start for Kids 
Program™

Wells Fargo

William B. Dietrich Foundation

William Penn Foundation

Ruth W. Williams

Constance ans Sankey Williams

Wyncote Foundation, 
at the recommendation of 
Frederick Haas

* deceased

RECOGNIZING OUR SUPPORTERS
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ELKINS CIRCLE
$25,000 AND ABOVE
Jeanette Lerman-Neubauer and  

Joe Neubauer

DICKENS CIRCLE
$10,000—$24,999
Barbara B. and Theodore R. Aronson
Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz
Lois and Julian Brodsky
Carolyn Cannuscio and Daniel Rader
Peggy and Mark Curchack
Cynthia and Roger Lopata
Linda and Thomas McCarthy
Laura and Marc McKenna
Neil A. Oxman, Esq.
Sarah and Michael Peterson
Katie Adams Schaeffer and  

Anthony Schaeffer
Liza and Jonathan Seltzer
Jonne and Corey Smith
Janice Volkman in memory of  

Edward Volkman

POE CIRCLE
$5,000—$9,999
Phyllis W. Beck*
Sally J. Bellet
Andrea Commaker and Jim Levin
Barbara Watson and Robert P. Curley
Beth Phillips Dooneief
Amy A. Fox and Daniel H. Wheeler
Wendy and Richard Glazer
Barbara and Jerome Glickman
Iris Gold and Jeffrey Greenstein
Rebecca L. Craik and Mark Haskins

Kate Hollos
Toba and Lawrence Kerson
Frances G. Martin
Stephanie Marudas and  

Dimitri Pappas
Jane R. Mason and  

Dr. Bernard A. Mason
Susan and James Meyer
Peter and Eleanor Nalle
Linda and Jeffrey Needleman
Zoë S. Pappas
Julia Scott and Jason Rekulak
Theresa and John Rollins
Lynn Rosenthal and Herbert Fineburg
Linda and Charles Schelke
Bryna and Andrew Scott
Nancy and Lee Tabas
Albert C. Vara
Peggy Wachs Family Foundation
Daniel Wheeler
AJSW Charitable Fund
Dalila Wilson-Scott and  

Christopher Scott
Sherley Young

BEATRIX POTTER CIRCLE
$2,500—$4,999
Mrs. Arlin Adams
Myrna and Howard* Asher
David and Margaret Balamuth
Joan Stroud Blaine
Hope Comisky and Jeffrey Braff
Linda Burke
Elena and Joseph Cappella
David and Nancy Colman
Julie Conover
Diane and Theodore Danoff
Katharine and Graham Finney

Sara W. and Dieter Forster
Patsy and Edmund Garno
Kathleen Glackin
Linda and David Glickstein
Harriet and Bernie Gross
Mrs. Robert P. Hauptfuhrer
Susan Heyner Joshi
Lois Horgan
Arthur M. Kaplan and R. Duane Perry
Carol and Alan Kaplan
Susanna Lachs and Dean Adler
Barbara Jaffe and Howard Langer
Suzanne and Robert Levin
Elizabeth Burns Mahoney
Ricki and Alan Mandeloff
Fran E. Melmed and Robert C. Kopf
Ann P. Morris
Nancy and Dean Nance
Barbara Oldenhoff
Julie and Eric Orts
Kimberly C. Oxholm and Carl Oxholm III
Arthur M. Kaplan and R. Duane Perry
Geoff and Susie Mills
Christopher and Simi Rupp
Janet E. Novak and  

Christopher P. Sarnowski
Cynthia Solot and Steven D. Handler, MD
Ann Rosen Spector and  

Larry H. Spector
Carol Baker and Mark Stein
Dr. Shalini Maitra and  

Mr. Jordan Strauss
Louise and David Strawbridge
M. Kathryn Taylor and  

Jonathan H. Sprogell
Pat and Phil Turberg
Nancy and Bruce* Urbschat
Subhash George Verghese

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE
$1,500—$2,499
Mignon Adams and Martin Laufe
Marta and Bob Adelson
Diane Ambler and Ethan Grossman
David Baker and Irene Levy Baker
Lynda Barness
Carol and Horace Barsh
Mary Louise Barton and Marty Fumo
Sheila and Myron Bassman
Jane N. Beatty
James M. Becker
Allen D. Black and R. Randolph Apgar
Sally Cooper Bleznak
Penninah Brodie
Betsy and Robert Burke 
Deborah and Alan Casnoff
Larry Ceisler and Lina Hartocollis
Polly Cohen
Sarah and Stephen Connelly
Martha Cornog
Patricia D’Antonio
Anonymous
Prudence W. Dalrymple
Judith N. Dean
Barbara Penny
Deborah Lovell Duys and David Duys
Evelyn Eskin and David Major
Jean M. Farnsworth
Aeryn and Bruce Fenton
Amy L. Finkel and Richard J. Braemer
Amy Finkelstein
Michèle Frank and Craig Smith
Barbara F. Freed and Alan Mittelman
Kay and Jim Gately
Terri N. Gelberg
Bob Gelsher
Alix Gerz and George Matysik, Jr.
Barbara and Stephen Gold
Janet Lynne Golden
Joan and William Goldstein
Jacqueline and David Grif�th
Elinor Haider and Matthew Lee
Anonymous
David F. Hoffman
Helen and Bryan Horstmann-Allen

Katherine Hovde and Kenneth Kulak
Laura and Ben Huggett
Lesley Ann Hughes
Mary Hugues
Jean Hurd and Leon Kowalski
Mary and Howard Hurtig
Katherine Huseman and William Rich
Joann Hyle and Kathryn Kolbert
Linda J. Jacobsen
Barry and Carrie Jacobson
Alexandra Kendrick
Wendy and Joshua Klein
Melvin Kohn
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Krauss in 

memory of Judith Krauss Platt
Barbara S.M. Kretchmar
Anita Toby Lager
Ruth and Peter Laibson
Mignon Adams and Martin Laufe
Anne Silvers Lee and Wynn Lee
Peggy and Gary Leimkuhler
Dale and Richard Levy
Sylvia and Norman Lieberman
Sally and Tod MacKenzie
Phyllis and Fred Magaziner
Kim and Jen Maguire-Wright
Lynne G. Maxwell
Patricia M. McCabe
Lisa Kabnick and John McFadden
Mimi and Jim McKenzie
Valerie and Joseph E. McPeak, Ph.D.
Philip Miller
Evelyn Minick
Sandy and Allan Molotsky
Edward A. Montgomery, Jr.
Rhonda and James Mordy
Amy Norr and Jeff Metz
Susan Odessey
Elvin Parson
Meredyth D. Patterson and  

Timothy B. Barnard
Jane G. Pepper

Nancy Q. Petersmeyer
Janine and Paul Pollock
Beth Probinsky
Meg Ragas
Ellen M. Ravin
Siobhan and James Reardon
Kathryn Rhodes
Sandy and Phil Ringo
Susan and Andrew Roberts
Cintra and Franklyn Rodgers
Bonnie Brier and Bruce Rosen�eld
Lyn M. Ross
Mary Gregg and John Ryan
Gayle and Stuart Samuels
Nina Schafer
Karyn Scher
Esta Schwartz
Denise Scobee
Bob and Didi Scott
Patricia and Stephen Segal
Gail E. Seygal
Margaret Shapiro and Howard Bilofsky
Anonymous
Rita and Robert Siegle
Cookie and Ralph Smith
Mina Smith-Segal
Anne Saris Stevenson
Glenna Stewart
Bonnie Stone and Laurence Klugman
Judith Tannenbaum
Molly Rouse Terlevich and  

Fabio Terlevich
Mary Ann Thomas
Barrie Trimingham and David Pierson
Chris and Lee van de Velde
Patricia and Thomas Vernon
Donna Wargo and Douglas Swift
Susan Wells
Carol Thomson and Paul Wheeling
Flora Barth Wolf and Laslo V. Boyd
Diane Dalto Woosnam and  

Richard E Woosnam

THE GEORGE S. 
PEPPER  
SOCIETY
The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation recognizes the following 
members of the George S. Pepper 
Society in fiscal year 2024. 
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* deceased



PATRONS CIRCLE 
$500 AND ABOVE
Julie and Matt Busta
Caroline and Christopher Goodchild
Ms. Margaret Green and  

Dr. Padmanabhan Sundararaman
Meghan McNally and Ben Keys
Beverly and Ray Milkman
Paula Singletary
Patrick Wilson

SUPPORTERS CIRCLE 
$250—$499
Elizabeth and Stuart Bass
Megan Brown
Kate and Kevin Copp
Sarah Godner and Matthew Rosen
Stephanie and Tyler Paulson

Ihsan Ahmed
Joseph F. Baker
Sherrin Baky-Nessler* and  

William Nessler III
Carl J. Balis
Sheila and Myron Bassman

Khadija Benaissa
Ross Beroff
Jill and Sheldon Bonovitz
Andrea Boyd
Carol Buettger
Helen and Robert Buttel
Elaine W. Camarda and A. Morris 

Williams, Jr.
Willo Carey and Peter A. Benoliel
Joseph Cesa
Sally Cooper Bleznak
Rebecca L. Craik and Mark Haskins
John W. Cunningham, Jr.
Peggy and Mark Curchack
Prudence W. Dalrymple
Victoria and Colin Dawson
Doris N. Desher
Tobey and Mark Dichter
Donkey Dover, Jr.
Gilbert S. Feinberg
Amy Finkelstein
Katharine and Graham Finney
Maureen E. Flanagan
Abbe Fletman
Drs. Barbara* and Leonard Frank
Barbara F. Freed and Alan Mittelman
Jill Friedman Rickman and Jeffrey M. 

Rickman and Jill Friedman-Rickman
Laurie Fromm
Professor Eileen Gambrill
Elaine Gelb and Marc H. Pachtman
Bob Gelsher
Patricia Geschwent
Bruce J. Gould
Peggy and Rich Greenawalt
Antoinette Hoagland
Warren D. Hoffman
Edward W. Hoy
Katherine Huseman and William Rich
Charles P. Keates
Marlyn and Norman Kline
Deborah Komins
Bernice Koplin
Barbara S.M. Kretchmar
Sue D.* and Reinhard* Kruse
Magali and Charles Larson

Betty and Philip Leifer
Sabina Leybold
Ellen Linky-Heiman and William 

Heiman
The Loki;s Fund
Mickey and Larry Magid
Andrew J. Mangravite
Randi and William Marrazzo
Jane R. Mason and Dr. Bernard A. 

Mason
Priscilla McDougal
Jerome Mersky
Kimberly and Tom Moon
Tara Lynne Murphy
Anita M. Myette
Stephanie and Michael Naidoff
Linda and Jeffrey Needleman
Estate of Paula Needs Glazier
Frances C. Novack
Susan Odessey
Neil A. Oxman, Esq.
Shirley A. Page
Marilyn J. Phister
Polly Riddle
Nancy D. Pontone
Israel T. Radl
Marcia J. Rogers
Eileen Rosenau
J. Randall Rosensteel*
Patricia and Scott Schultz
Carol Shlifer Clapp
Anne Silvers Lee and Wynn Lee
Wallace Sliwinski
Susan G. Smith
Erica M. Sollberger
Miriam* and Arthur Spector
Hannah P. Spielberg
Howard S. Spodek*
Evelyn G. Spritz
Sherry A. Swirsky
Barbara Weaver
Debra Weiner
Heather Winett
Mara and Kenneth Wolfgang
Anonymous (2)

PATRONS CIRCLE 
$300 AND ABOVE
Ashley Banks and Gleb Bazilevsky
Kimberly and Mark Barna
Sabrina R. Cook
Marytheresa Friend
Matthew M. Goldberg
Caroline and Christopher Goodchild
Stephanie Harmelin
Maryanne Hayde and Karen Liao
Charlotte Heyrman
Heather Hillas
Aaron Jackson
Simon Joseph
Natalia Khodykina and Jakub Nowicki
The Lerro Rose Family
Dr. Megan Mezera and  

Mr. Andrew Rossiter
Nick Neri
Joel Nichols and  

Raymond Domico Murphy
Ariel Parker
Sara Schwalm and Michael Peters
Trina Smith
Keren and Michael Toledano
Kevin Van Zanten
Peter J. Vasquez
Edward Wildanger

SUPPORTERS CIRCLE 
$100—$299
Grace Alexander
Nethra Ankam
Christina Arlt
Gina Badillo
Eleanor Barba and Andrew Thompson
Kristen and John Barber

Danielle Bartholomew
Ross Beroff
Rebecca Birnbaum
Matthew Bitonti
Miranda Blanchard
Kathryn Borne and Alex Nocera
Amanda and Grant Bourque
Joanna Brinton
Honor Burke
Haley Burrowes and Evan Harra
Prithi Chandra and Kyle Wolak
Ken Chen
Brittany Choplin
Ricardo Cordero and Mariel Nunez
Danica Cordon
Sam Crean
Patricia E. Crebase
Michael Dalton
Michael H. Dea
Amy Del Rio-Gazzo and Ryan Studt
Andrew DeVita
Kristen Fiani
Sam and Tom Fischer
Elizabeth and Bill Follis
Jennifer Foster
Amira Garen and Curran Uppaluri
Genny Glassman
Melissa Gramstad
Roberta Groves
Miriam Haase
Shakira Hansley and Phillip Ellerson
Sebastien Hardinger
Martha Heuser
Michelle Hillsman and George Sanders
Emily and Ernie Holtzheimer
Cayla Huppert
Sara Jeruss and Jane Nevins
Yardlee Kauffman and David Johnson
Meg Kelly
Rachel Kieser
Karl Kintner-Meyer
Cynthia Cassel and Jeffrey Knightly
Danielle Kogan
Amber Lee
Alaina Wartman and David Leff 

Kelly Linker
Colleen Mackle
Patience Malloy
Kelsey Matherne
Kit McCaney
Nico Meyering and Ariele Baggett
Nicole Mirra
Sam Gross and Tony Montanaro
Jordan Muse
Heidi and Jesse Na�s
Spencer Pearce
Kara Petraglia and Tom Dahan
Aurora Pomales
Isaac Rand
Vanessa Raymond-Garcia and  

Joanna Raymond
Ronaldo Ribeiro
Staci and Tim Rinehart
Sabrina Romano
Mallie and Zach Romanowski
Elizabeth Russell
Natalie Sandstrom and William Hannum
Lydia Carroll and Bobby Schmitz
William Shipp and Andy Cho
Jordan Shuster
Shanda Sibley
Sharon and Edward Skirkie
Amy Del Rio-Gazzo and Ryan Studt
Brittany Choplin and Robert Strockbine
David W. Sweet
Christopher Tandoc
Shannon Thomas
Ms. Leila Violano
Elizabeth Walls-Asto
Stephanie Yee and Ryan Weicker
Chloe Westman
Briana Wilkins

THE RAVEN
SOCIETY
The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation recognizes the following 
members of the Raven Society in  
fiscal year 2024.

THE KNEE-HI 
SOCIETY
The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation recognizes the following 
members of the Knee-Hi Society in 
fiscal year 2024. 
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* deceased

THE BENOLIEL 
SOCIETY
The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation gratefully acknowledges 
the thoughtful individuals who have 
made contributions for the future of the 
Free Library with a life income gift or by 
including the Library in their estate plans.



$25,000 AND ABOVE
The Berggruen Institute
Amy Branch and D. Jeffry Benoliel
Willow Carey and Peter A. Benoliel*
Patricia Collins
Sally and Dan Gordon
Sarah and Daniel Gordon
Peggy and Rich Greenawalt
Nora Koppelman
Catharine E. Maxey
Denis Ryan
Ryan Memorial Foundation
Howard Spodek *
Barbara and Fred Sutherland

$10,000—$24,999
Janet and Jim Averill
Johanna Belda Baek
The Coulson Foundation
Sarah Miller Coulson
Kristen and Colin de Paor
Tobey and Mark Dichter
Exelon Foundation Matching Gift 

Program
Elizabeth H. Gemmill
Alycia Horn and Joe Tucker Jr.
Arthur and Elise Leibowitz
The McLean Contributionship
Diane Moskal
Jude Tuma and Drew Moyer
E. Walker Mulherin, Jr. Fund
Susan B. Muller
Neil A. Oxman, Esq.

Anita and Amit Shah in honor of 
Sushila Mehta

Robert and Eileen Kennedy Heim
Anonymous

$5,000—$9,999
Carol and Winston Banford
Carpenter Technology Corporation
Lynn Charytan and Marc Zweben
Comcast Corporation
D E L D Family Foundation
Pamela and David Dembe
Enviri Corporation
Mrs. Penny Fox
Pamela and Peter Freyd
Ann Marie and Terry Horner
I See A Foundation
Meredith and Christopher Iwane
Jacobs Charitable Trust
Johnson & Johnson Matching Gifts 

Program
Nancy Klaus and Jeffrey Cooper
Deborah Kravetz and Bill Robling
Gaurav Lalwani
Rhonda and William Levy
Dana Levy
Dale and Richard Levy
T. Lowery
Evamarie Malsch, MD
Nancy and Dean Nance
PECO
Rugby Street Foundation, Inc.

Rebecca Sawyer
Claire and Seth Richards-Shubik
Estate of Emily W. Starr
Dick Webster
Sara Woods and Will Enscore
Anonymous

$2,500—$4,999
Mrs. Arlin Adams
Leslie H. Benoliel and  

L. Alexander Hamilton, III
Rachel Blau-DuPlessis and  

Robert DuPlessis
Mary Brewster
Peter F. and Nancy Brockway Marvin
Beverly and Michael Budin
Patricia Callahan and William Double
Diane and Theodore Danoff
Educational Opportunities, LLC
Dr. Garret FitzGerald
Mary Gilbert
Renée C. Hughes
Michael A. Innocenzo
Connie Keith
Louis Nayovitz Foundation
Evelyn G. Spritz
Susan Thompson
Jill Wurzburg
Anonymous
$1,500—$2,499
Marta and Bob Adelson
Arthur M. Goldberg and  

Veronica Goldberg Foundation

Fulton Bank
Kathleen Beaver
Black Rock
Bloch Family Foundation, Inc.
Nancy and Casey Blood
Alice and William Bullitt
Joanne Bursich and  

Randal Giancaterino 
Victor Caraballo
Amy and Michael Cohen
Sheila and John Connors
Ye Dam Alicea and Julio Angel Alicea
David V.N. Taylor Foundation
Mary Beth Diefenderfer
Kendra Dunn
Amy Finkelstein
Finkelstein Family Foundation Trust
Gerry and Marshall Fisher
Barbara and Stephen Gold
Veronica Goldberg
Lisa Heller and Harry Roth
Zachary Herrmann
John F. Hollway
Katherine Huseman and William Rich
Becky Hutto and David Gottlieb
Sarah Kloss and Hari Palaiyanur
Michele Langer and  

Alan Richard Cohen
Megan Lui
Mackler Goding Foundation
Bruce Mackler
Diane and William Marimow
A. Mary Martin
Jane R. and Dr. Bernard A. Mason
Barbara and T. Michael Mather
Osage Industries
Anne and Willner Park
Maria Petrillo and Mark MacQueen
John and Claire Rodgers
David Rubinic
Mary Sales and Ed Strauss
Teresa Sarmina
Gail E. Seygal
Cordelia Talley
David V. N. Taylor
Daniel Vader

Marcia Witlin-Basickes
Barbara Woods
Marcella Zimmerman and  

Linford Martin
Anonymous (6)

$1,000—$1,499
Katherine Albertini
Alex J. Ettl Foundation
Dean Anderson
Jacqueline and Kenneth Andrews
Aster Foundation of Philadelphia
Joseph F. Baker
K.C. and Arthur Baldadian
Barbara Beck and Lawrence Eichel
Marie Berube
Kathleen Biddick
Gloria Blount
Bright Funds Foundation
Elinor and James Buck
Rebecca Bushnell and John Toner
Jodi Chen and Nicholas Evageliou
Melissa Clampffer
Cordelia E. Clement
Amy and R. Putnam Coes
Patricia Cramer
Patricia Cramer
Elizabeth Crawford
Anne and Steven Docimo
Arlene and Steven Dowshen
Richard Dupuis
Heather Duffy
Barbara Edelstein
Samantha Ellis
Ritson and Julie Ferguson
Fleisher Foundation
Amy A. Fox and Daniel H. Wheeler
Tishera Foxworth
Razelle and William Frankl
Alexandria Garrity
Gilroy and Lillian P. Roberts Charitable 

Foundation
Mary L. Goldman
Joan and William Goldstein
Doris and Dana Greenblatt
Eric Ha�er

Haldeman Family Foundation
Karen Heller and David Dye
Lynn and Eric Henson
Donna L. Horwitz
Faith A. Horowitz and  

Richard A. Speizman 
Judith and Richard Hurtig
Carol Hutelmyer
Ronald Inskeep
Zachary Jefferson
Leah Kaplan and Jon Smollen
Margaret W. and Alexander Kerr
Ellen J. Kim and Max Ahn
Rachel and Wilbur Kipnes
Adena Klem and Alexander Molot
Don Knieriem
Paul Kolosick
Michael Lampson
Elena Laskin
Gloria Hoffman Leibovitz
The Leslie Miller and  

Richard Worley Foundation
Jeffrey Lienert
Jane Lowe
Joan Markoe
Laura Marsiglio
Ms. Barbara McCleary
Peter McGrath
Anna T. Meadows
Natalie Minto
Theresa Mond
Frances and Douglas Nadel
Robert Northington
Frances Novack
Rebecca Pepper Sinkler
Ben Profeta
Allan Ray�eld
Robert Rebstock
Ann and Frank Reed
Betsy and Gerald Rorer
Rorer Foundation
Bill and Cathy Sharrar
Deborah and Mark Simon
Scott Simons
Paulette Singleton
Susan Sorenson

RECOGNIZING OUR SUPPORTERS

20 FY24 DEVELOPMENT REPORT FREELIBRARYFOUNDATION.ORG 21

* deceased

INDIVIDUAL 
CONTRIBUTORS 
UNRESTRICTED 
The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation recognizes the following 
generous individuals who made 
unrestricted gifts and pledges of 
$1,000 or more to support the  
Free Library during fiscal year 2024.



Judith Space
Wanda James Speight
Joseph W. St. Geme
Felice Stack
James Stambaugh
Elsie R. Stern and Steven D. Cohen
Dr. Andrew Stone
Bonnie Stone and Laurence Klugman
Martha and Stephen Takats
Roberta Tarbell and Karl Miller
Anne Tobey and Peter Schoenbach
Andrea Toy Ohta and Brian Ohta
United Way of Greater Atlanta
Sheila and Matt Vegari
Vegari Foundation Inc. 
Elizabeth Vrooman and Richard Baskin
Lisa Walke
Julie and Thomas Wamser
Laura Ward and David Newmann
Weisenberg
Wendy Wilson and Bruce McKittrick
Amy Yu-Hsin Fan
Anonymous (6)

$25,000 AND ABOVE
Brandt & Hochman Literary Agents, Inc.
The David R. & Patricia D. Atkinson 

Foundation
Disney Worldwide Services, Inc.
Estate of Roseann P. Gill
The Joseph and Marie Field 

Foundation
The Estate of J. Randall Rosensteel
Peter James Vicente Family

$10,000–$24,999
The Barbara Gittings Trust 
The Cannuscio Rader Family 

Foundation
Martha Cornog
Educational Opportunities, LLC
Friends of the Free Library of 

Philadelphia
Barbara and Stephen Gold
Philadelphia Youth Network
Linda and Charles Schelke

$5,000—$9,999
Marta and Bob Adelson
Meg Collins
Collins Charitable Foundation
Lisa Erlbaum
Susan Forman
Barbara and Jerome Glickman
Mrs. Robert P. Hauptfuhrer
Kate Hollos

Stephanie Marudas and  
Dimitri Pappas

Aleni Pappas and Anthony Kyriakakis
Steven J. Peitzman
Nancy D. Pontone
Estate of Lidie Smith*
Studio Institute, LLC
Harriet and Larry Weiss
Sherley Young
Anonymous (2)

$2,500—$4,999
Beginnings Learning Center II
Amy Branch and D. Jeffry Benoliel
Jean Cho and David Mankoff
Dry Family Charitable Foundation
Paul and Constance Dry
Robin Komita and Mario Moussa
Lonnie and Murray Levin
Sally and Tod MacKenzie
Doris J. and Richard J. Pendergrast
Patricia and Stephen Segal
Joan Stroud Blaine
Erica Zurer

$1,000—$2,499
Debra Appel and Gene Schneyer
Sheila and Myron Bassman
Thomas and Diana Beausang
Bill Flannery Automotive, Inc.
Estate of Elia Durr Buck
Elia D. Buck
Florence Gelo and Susan Hoffman
Robert and Marjorie Gohn Felsburg
Bruce Hauptfuhrer
Joseph Hepburn
Joseph Hepburn*
Marie Iorio Hamilton*
Catherine Lindsay
Ellen Linky-Heiman and  

William Heiman
Nadia and Matt Daniel
Philadelphia City Institute Library 

Friends
Phoebe Prioleau and David Anderson

Paulette Singleton
Tacony Civic Association
Tacony Community Development 

Corporation
Kathi and Mark Wennell

$100,000 AND ABOVE
Comcast NBCUniversal

$25,000—$99,999
Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation 

(EHTF)
The Fund for Children of The 

Philadelphia Foundation
The Hamilton Family Charitable Trust
The Horace W. Goldsmith Foundation
John S. and James L. Knight 

Foundation through the Fairmount 
Park Conservancy

Kline & Specter
The Knight Foundation Donor-

Advised Fund of The Philadelphia 
Foundation

Lincoln Financial Foundation

Philadelphia City Institute Board of 
Managers

PNC Foundation
Regional Foundation
William Penn Foundation
 
$10,000—$24,999
The Allen Hilles Fund
Enviri Corporation
Green�eld Foundation-Rosenberg Fund
The McLean Contributionship
Norman Raab Foundation
PECO
The Sylvia W. and Randle M. Kauders 

Foundation
Virginia Cretella Mars Foundation

$5,000—$9,999
Aetna US Healthcare
The Christopher Ludwick Foundation
Clinton Foundation
Enviri
Fulton Bank
Osage Industries
PECO

$2,500—$4,999
The Franklin Institute
Harriet G. Fredericks Foundation

$1,500—$2,499
Independence Foundation
University of Pennsylvania
William Penn Foundation

INDIVIDUAL 
CONTRIBUTORS 
SPECIAL PROJECT SUPPORT
The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation recognizes the following 
generous individuals who made 
restricted gifts and pledges of $1,000 
or more to support the Free Library 
during fiscal year 2024.

INSTITUTIONAL 
CONTRIBUTORS
The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation is proud to acknowledge 
the following corporations, foundations, 
and government funders that provided 
significant grants and pledges to support 
the Free Library during fiscal year 2024.
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Despite our very 
best efforts, errors 
may have occurred 
in the production of 
this publication. If 
you have questions, 
please contact the Free 
Library of Philadelphia 
Foundation at  
giving@freelibrary.org  
or 215-567-7710.



THE YEAR AHEAD

DEAR ESTEEMED LIBRARY SUPPORTERS,

I am energized by the passion and commitment of everyone involved in the 

Foundation’s work, and I look forward to the incredible impact we will continue 

to make together in the years ahead.

As we continue to navigate � scal year 2025, we’re inspired by the possibilities 

ahead and deeply grateful for your support. The generosity of our donors ensures 

that the Free Library remains a vital resource for our community, fostering 

connection and growth. Your leadership strengthens the Free Library Foundation 

as a keystone of equity, education, and opportunity for all Philadelphians. 

We are also thrilled to support the Library’s expanded six-day schedule, allowing 

us to meet the increasing demand for essential services. These extra hours provide 

more opportunities for literacy programs, workforce development, and lifelong 

learning initiatives, ensuring that every branch continues to be a welcoming space 

for exploration and growth. Thanks to your continued support, we can offer these 

enhanced programs and services to even more individuals and families.

Ensuring access to literacy and learning opportunities for everyone in our 

community remains central to our mission. By elevating voices across 

Philadelphia and building partnerships with local organizations, we strive to 

make the Library a true re� ection of the city’s rich diversity. From culturally 

relevant programming and support for non-English speakers to efforts aimed 

at bridging the digital divide, we are building spaces where all Philadelphians 

can feel valued and empowered. Your belief in our mission enables us to create 

environments that truly represent our community.

None of this would be possible without you. Friends like you make every success at 

the Free Library Foundation possible. This year, we look forward to strengthening 

our connection with you through personalized giving opportunities and events 

that highlight the transformative impact of your support.

Together, we are meeting the moment. As we re� ect on our shared commitment 

to advancing literacy, guiding learning, and inspiring curiosity, we are 

profoundly grateful for your unwavering dedication to this mission.

With gratitude,

Monique Moore Pryor

President

Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation

President
Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation 

“The generosity 
of our supporters 
ensures that 
the Free Library 
remains a 
vital resource for 
our community, 
fostering 
connection 
and growth.”
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